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Prof. Charles Nyakiti Orawo 

 

Charles Nyakiti Orawo, Professor of Music in the Department of Music and Dance, Kenyatta University, Nairobi 

(Kenya) was born in 1947. He holds PTE (Siriba Teachers College; Dip Ed (Music), University of Nairobi; MA and 

Ph.D. (The Queenôs University of Belfast) in Ethnomusicology and is one of the last students of the late Professor 

John Blacking. 

 

He is an ethnomusicologist, supported with extensive field research experiences in Music traditions of Africa. He 

has organized and participated in many International Conference and Symposiums both locally and world wide. 

Prof. Nyakiti has authored ten books on the music traditions of Kenyan communities; contributed chapters and 

articles to books and renowned International Journals. 

 

He is a member of many International Organizations such as, International Music Council (IMC), currently the 

President of the Kenyan Music Committee; International Centre for African Music and Dance (ICAMD), Legon 

Accra Ghana, where he is a member of the advisory board and also the coordinator of the East African Secretariat of 

ICAMD, housed at Kenyatta University;  a member and a coordinator of  International Organization of Folk Art 

(IOV) for Kenya; a member and liaison officer (Kenya) for  International Council for Traditional Music (ICTM).  

 

He was  appointed by the Minister for Gender, Sports, Culture and Social Services (Kenya) to the Committee of the 

Kenya Music and Cultural Festivals where he doubles up as the chairman of the technical committee. He was 

elected to Kenyatta University Council as a non-Senate representative. He was appointed the 2nd Vice President to 

the Scientific Symposium of  FESPAM 2007. He is the Chairman, KU 2007 Culture Week; Chairman, Departmental 

Postgraduate Committee and the Departmental Representative to the School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Board of Undergraduate Studies.  

 

He has been the Secretary of Constituency Development Fund (CDF), Muhoroni Constituency, a member of the 

Board of Governors Kisumu Boys High School and the Patron,  Prof. Ayiecho Obumba Mixed Secondary School in 

addition to researching, teaching, supervising graduate students and many other community responsibilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
African Music Students at the Queenôs University of Belfast during the 1984 UNESCO 

Celebrations 
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Charles Nyakiti Orawo carrying the University 

Mace during the 24 Graduation  

Ceremony in 2008. 
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Prof. Charles Nyakiti Orawo, Eunice, Prof Emily Achieng Akuno and Prof M. Wanyama 

 Site Inspection of Kabarak University by Programme Panel of the Commission  

for University Education on 19th October 2018  
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A courtesy call to the Deputy Governor  Meru County  during  

 the 3
rd
 Year Music Field Study to Meru 
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The Meru Dancers 


